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WHAT'S GOING UP or DOWN THIS MONTH:

VERTRANS LOOKS TO THE FUTURE:

Ralph Abercrombie has restructured to keep Vertrans Lift Surveys and
Certification Ltd alive in the NZ Market as he explores his 70’s.

Darrin Bull on old EPL veteran who has been employed and contracted
by KONE of late on the ANZ Tower and Sky City modernisation projects
had tahen up the position as an interim director with Ralph until March
2015 to settle in to his new role.

Ralph’s long time office manager Sharron Tulloch holds the other
Directorship with Ralph and all look forward to providing sound lift survey
and certification work over the coming year in NZ.

ASSOCIATED LIFTS RESTRUCTURES:

Since the 90's the name Mike Schofield has been synonymous with the lift
company Associated Lifts in NZ, but as of last month this has all changed.
Another well known industry name in Ron Perez, past KONE Elevators
Pty Ltd NZ Manager has taken over the helm.

It is understood that Mike is heading to the UK to retire near his family
and wife Pat.

Ron brings a wealth of industry experience to Associated Lifts in Sales
and Management and should bring integrity reflective of the wider
industry to this market.

VERTRANS LOOKS TO THE FUTURE:

No its not a mistake, just the other Vertrans, Associates NZ Ltd where we
have seen more significant restructuring as reported of late, only this time
i‘'s Murray Barrs son Rob Barr who has joined the industry now working
for Schindler lifts NZ Ltd along with another Schindler recruit in Kirk
Doran who recently left KONE as their Accounts Manager to work for
Schindler. The musical chairs continues!

EDITORIAL: COUNCILS STILL CONFUSED:

| often wonder if the Disabled Access Lobby realises how
much additional cost and disruption it causes the
community with its Don Quixote like fervour toward
insisting the minimum lift interior size of 1.4m x 1.4m is
imposed in all D2 accessible path solutions.

After 25 years of lift industry representation on standard
and code groups admonishing the limitations placed on
perfectly sound D2 solutions, some compromise as in
the latest NZS4334:2012 publication at last recognises
the 1ISO passenger lift mixed traffic disabled access
minimum of 1.1m x 1.4m car size, but still the inference
that smaller low-rise low-use platform lift sizes dedicated
only to a single wheelchair user and attendant is kept
untouchable by NZS4121 and NZS 4334.

The question arises, does the disabled access lobby who
so religiously hangs on to this obsolete minimum car
size, realise how much the additional cost discourages
property owners in being proactive towards disables
access solutions in buildings.

On the other hand, there are the local councils like
Queenstown who seemingly have a history of insisting
every lift solution should be at least 1.4m x 1.4m no
matter the application. To move a Consent application on,
I've seen property owners foot the extra cost of an
additional 1.4m x 1.4m platform lift to serve a basement
just because the Council couldn’t accept a single 1.1m x
1.4m passenger lift solution that could serve all levels.
How many more hours and thousands of dollars have to
be wasted by this blind adherence to obsolete
prescription where performance is achieved. Ed

RICHARD BUCKMASTER JOINS KONE DUNEDIN:

The new Area Representative for KONE Elevators Pty Ltd in Dunedin is
Richard Buckmaster. Rich has steadfastly kept the lifts around Dunedin in
order over the past nearly 20 years representing Schindler and himself
as Southem Elevators, and so his wide experience should do well for
KONE in the area, an area thathas been shaken by retirements and
down-sizing by the Multi-nationals over the past 10 years.

D&M Solutions take on Hornby Mall.

Upgrade of the Hornby Mall complex in Christchurch saw the vertical
transport systems installed by Associated Lifts Ltd of Matua, Tauranga,
with equipment supplied by Koyo Elevators of Suzhou, China..

To provide ongoing maintenance for these units, local lift maintenance
provider D&M Solutions was selected upon recommendation by
Associated Lifts then manager Mike Schofield.

The project is nearing completion and incorporate s:-

&5 1x 2000kg MRL 1.0m/sec simplex Goods Lift for The Hub.

225 1 x 1275kg MRL 1.0m/sec Passenger Lift. for Farmers.

225 1 x 2000kg MRL 1.0m/sec Goods Passenger Lift for Farmers
&5 1x 30° 1.0mwide parallel pair of escalatorsfor The Hub.

& 1x30°1.0m wide cross-over pair of escalators for Farmers




SHORTIAND STREET FLATS:

Michael McKeown wrote to me in August requesting
information of the present certification of lifts in NZ,
and during those discussions my ears pricked up
when he informed me of the association of George
Thornburn (see LEC articlein Nov 2002 issue 64 on ECC), and
the Electric Construction Companyin the
installation of the Shortland Street flats, 93 Shortland
St; Auckland in 1923-24.

Involved in the installation of this early Smith Major
Stevens (SMS) traction passenger lift, George was
also a founding shareholder of Shortland Flats that
was incorporated in 1922, and remained a
shareholder into the 1950’s.

The building was designed by architects Thomas
Coulthard Mullions and Sholto Smith from the firm
McDonald Mullions and Smith Architects, and built
by builder Noel Cole in 1923.

It is entered as a treasured Historic Places Trust and
recognised as a place of historical or cultural
significance or value.

The original SMS controller and DC motor were
changed in the 1970s to an Otis controller, AC motor
and brake. In the 1980s the lattice landing doors
were changed to Metalbilt Metafold sliding gates,
approximately 830mm x 2055mm high. They are
currently restoring the lift. The first phase, rebuild of
the motor, brake and gearbox, has just been
completed by Richard Felgate, Felgate Engineering,
under contract to NZES (New Zealand Engineering
Services) who do the regular lift maintenance. The
next phase is work in the hoistway and replacement
of the controller. The original floor selector will then
not be in use but will be left in place as a heritage
engineering example.

The third stage will be
replacement of the landing
doors with something more
suitable for a residence rather
than a warehouse. What
they would like to see is
restoring the lattice gates
similar to the lattice gate still
in use on the car.

The big question is do current
lift/building act regulations
prevent them from doing
that? If theyare prohibited
from fitting lattice gates directly could theydo so
with appropriate additional mechanical or
electrical (light curtain) protection? They note that
there are US and UK suppliers of lattice gates.

I have responded to confirm that they could install
new lattice gates, but would need to ensure any fire
requirements or solution achieve present day safe
use requirements.

Attached is an information sheet on the gearbox
that Michael made up as various bits and pieces

were dis-assembled during the rebuild.
(See following fig 1)

Also attached is a lift motor and brake information
sheet. (See following fig 2)

The part numbers may be of interest. The person
who did the rebuild was Richard Felgate of Felgate
Automotive and Marine Engineering (FAME) who
works as an independent contractor for a number
of lift companies around Auckland. In this case he
was working for NZES. He was surprised to find that
the crown wheel gear was steel (possibly cast) and
not bronze. The most noticeable wear was in the
thrust bearing assembly. One or two of those parts
were replaced with newly machined versions.

Based on a run counter installed 9 September 1993
the lift has made 833,875 movements or runs since
then. That works out to 109.6 movements per day,
3,287 per month or 40,000 per year. | don't know if
that is reasonable or plausible for a lift serving 7
levels and 50-60 residents and their visitors. If it is
reasonable then the lift may have made more than
3.5 million movements in the 33,000 days since it
entered service around 1 May 1924.

At least one knowledgeable person believes the
present controller is an Otis N6C. | have not been
able to confirm that from any markings on the gear
or cabinet. What would be most wonderful is to
find original service manuals or other
documentation for the gearbox. Perhaps one of
you readers has access to an old service manual?




fig 1.

Shortland Flats Lift Motor & Brake Information

Motor
Shaft @ 1 19/32inches 39.2mm
NB. Measured at clutch-gearbox end 3/8/2014.

Nameplate

(? Indicates character not legible)

AC.

Tl
oms MOTOR

SERIAL 24138

SALES NZ4045

TYPE ?742/6
VOLTS ?00?

AMP 17

H.P. 8.5
N.E.CODE D

PHASES 3 CyC. 50
HRS RISE
R.P.M. 1000
LBS.FT.

MATL. LISTS
02070 A2
G02077R810
G06060 E1

Brake
Otis 374LJ

50207 7TREANHE
:N8060 B &

fig 2.

Shortland FlatsLift SMS Gearbox Information

93 Shortland Street
Auckland 1010
New Zealand

Gearbox

Manufactured by Smith, Major & Stevens Ltd, London and
Northampton (SMS). Installed, in 1923-24, by SMS Auckland
agent Electrical Construction Company of New Zealand, Fort
Street, Auckland.

Part Numbers
(NB. Cast or stamped)

Limit switch housing— N3191
Limit switch bracket —N7212
Gearbox housing (upper) -N9311

Gearbox housing lid — N9312
(marked “USE CASTOR OIL ONLY IN THIS GEAR BOX”)

End housing/plate (motor end) — N93367

End housing/plate (thrust bearing end) - N3968
Thrust bearing housing — N9380

Thrust bearing cover -N9813 (stamped inside —24414)

Worm gear (steel) — 24661 V

(1 %" nominal ?, 1 %" BSW thread on thrust bearing end)
Crown wheel (cast steel) — 24414 1

Nameplate on top of gearbox housing (thrust bearing end) -
STOCK No. 24414 GEAR No. | PITCH 1% x 99/2
HAND A

Pedestal bearing cap— N6539 (marked “USE MINERAL OIL
ONLY”)




With the theme this month on past UK Lifts | thought it might
be suitable to provide some old photo’s of SMS equipment of
that era along with an articles Michael forwarded on the Express
Lifts Co Ltd that many of us remember prior to their demise and
Otis takeover in 1997.

Other Otis Notable acquisitions.

Pre-Industry Years - Becker Equipment & Lifts Limited (United
Kingdom)[3]

1914 - Waygood & Co. (United Kingdom)

1982 - Evans Lifts Limited (United Kingdom)

1995 - Boral Elevators (Australia)

1997 - Express Lift Co. Ltd. (United Kingdom)

The 1999 - LG (elevator division) (South Korea)
2011 - Marshall Elevator (United States)
Express 2012 - CemcolLift (United States)[4].

Lift
Company
Limited

1770-1082

An old SMS Nameplate.

A derelic SMS bedplate machine and motor.
Fix. 3




A Brief History
of the
Express Lift Company Ltd.
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The Express Lift Company Limit
Abbey Works,

Northampton

showing recently completed Test Tower.




